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QUESTION 2 
 


Question 2 (a) 


 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge; understanding of key historical features 


Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 


5 3 2  


 


Question: Describe the position of black Americans in the 1930s. 
  [5] 
 
 Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 
LEVEL 1 Generalised answer with a weak or implied point made. [1] 
 
 Eg:  Answers will say that black Americans had separate facilities in the south 


and were racially abused. 
 
 
LEVEL 2 A more detailed and accurate description. [2-3] 
 
 Eg:  Answers will refer to the Jim Crow law; activities of the KKK; the denial of 


political rights and the lack of educational opportunities. 
 
 
LEVEL 3 A fully detailed and accurate description. [4-5] 
 


Eg:  Answers will refer to segregation and the lack of opportunities; how the 
Depression hit them hardest; exploitation of sharecroppers; positive and 
negative impact of the New Deal; migration to the west and north. 
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Question 2 (b)  


 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge; explanation of key concept; use of source material 


Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 


7 2 3 2 


 


Question:  Explain why the treatment of black Americans on public 
transport had changed by December 1956. [7] 


 
 Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 


LEVEL 1 Generalised answer; paraphrases the sources; lacks focus on the set 
issue. [1-2] 


 


 Eg:  Source A shows says that black Americans could not sit in the front rows 
of the bus and had to give up their seats to white passengers if the bus 
became full  whereas Source B shows by December 1956 black and white 
Americans could sit together on buses. 


 
 


LEVEL 2  Accurate answer which begins to address the question. [3-5] 
 


Answers worth 3 marks will use the sources and their own knowledge to 
mostly describe the set issue. 
 
Eg:  Source A shows the restrictions for black Americans because of segregation 
laws in the south whereas Source B shows that by 1956  buses were now 
integrated.  This happened as a result of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 


 


Answers worth 4 or 5 marks will use the sources and their own knowledge 
to begin to focus on the concept of change or development.  (For 4 marks 
candidates will begin to focus on the concept of change; for 5 marks 
candidates will focus more clearly on the concept of change). 
 


 Eg:  Source A shows that the buses in Alabama were segregated and there were 
restrictions on where black Americans could sit whereas Source B shows that 
the law had changed and the buses were now integrated and black Americans 
could sit where they pleased.  Answers will begin to explain why things changed 
as a result of the stand by Rosa Parks, the contribution of Martin Luther King and 
the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 


 
 


LEVEL 3 Answer addresses the question clearly.  [6-7] 
 


 Answers worth 6 marks will use both the sources and own knowledge to 
begin to explain the concept of change or development. 


 


 Answers worth 7 marks will clearly use both the sources and own 
knowledge to explain more fully the concept of change or development. 


  


 Eg:  Answers will focus on the segregation laws in Alabama in the south as is 
shown by Source A and the how the buses had been integrated by December 
1956 in Source B.  Answers at this level will refer to Parks and King; the 
involvement of the NAACP and efforts of the MIA during the boycott; how the 
event drew press coverage and wide attention leading to the ruling of the 
Supreme Court that segregation was unconstitutional. 
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Question 2 (c) 


 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge; analysis and evaluation of key historical concepts 


Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 


8 2 6  


 


Question:  How important was the issue of education in the 
struggle for Civil Rights in the USA? [8] 


 
 Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 
LEVEL 1 Generalised answer, with weak or implied points made. [1-2] 
 
 Eg:  There will be reference to education being important because black 


Americans wanted equality in schools. 
 
 
LEVEL 2 Mostly descriptive answer; limited attempt at analysis of key issue; 


weak explanation seen. [3-4] 
 
 Eg:  Answers may be confined to largely descriptive accounts of the issue of 


education which may refer to the case of Brown vs Topeka and events at 
Little Rock which highlighted the unfairness of the system in the south and 
how change came about. 


 
 
LEVEL 3 More detailed and accurate analysis of key issue with a clear attempt at 


explanation, not fully sustained. [5-6] 
 
 Eg:  Answers may tend to describe the issue but there will be a more direct 


attempt to analyse the importance of education with reference to the 
landmark cases of Brown vs Topeka which, with the help of the NAACP, 
scored a victory and to the case of the Little Rock Nine which gained 
presidential support.  There may be reference to how the cases raised 
awareness within the USA and across the world and how they highlighted the 
unfairness of segregated education. 


 
LEVEL 4 Detailed and accurate analysis of key issue providing a fully 


substantiated explanation. [7-8] 
 
 Eg:  Answers should focus on the Brown/Topeka case which resulted in the 


declaration of the Chief Justice that segregation in education was illegal and 
unconstitutional.  There may be reference to the Little Rock Nine and to 
James Meredith and how they gained presidential attention and highlighted 
the unfairness of segregated  education.  This provided the catalyst for 
change and ensured that the issue could not be ignored.  There may be 
reference to the importance of education as a means of improving economic, 
and ultimately, political status. 
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Sticky Note

Marked set by paulb



paulb

Sticky Note

Unmarked set by paulb



Sticky Note

The candidate makes reference to separateness in the south but then sharpens the focus on the 1950s with reference to the impact of the Great Depression , the New Deal and the need to migrate in search of work.



Sticky Note

The candidate focuses successfully on the negativity of the 1930s but could have improvements for some black Americans.  The response however is fully detailed and accurate and worthy of Level 3 and the full 5 marks.











Sticky Note

The candidate considers how political and economic pressures combined making for change. 



Sticky Note

There is clear use of both sources underpinned by contextual knowledge in order to explain why change occurred. There is a hint of a judgement in the last sentence which could have been developed further.  Reference to the freedom rides is an attempt to consider the extent of change but goes beyond the scope of the question.  The response gained Level 3 and 6 marks.







Sticky Note

Some inaccuracy.



Sticky Note

Despite some mistakes the response is conceptually secure.  The issue of importance is considered and sustained in terms of the legal victories and presidential support and intervention.  There is the beginning of a judgement that  the issue of education acted as a catalyst for change and so was just enough for Level 4 and 7 marks.
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2. This question is focused on the race issue in the USA between 1930 and 2000. [20]


 (a) Describe the position of black Americans in the 1930s. [5]
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 Look at these two sources about the treatment of black Americans on public transport and 
answer the question that follows.


 Source A


[From a school textbook]


 Source B


[Martin Luther King riding on a bus in December 1956]


In Alabama in 1955 the law stated that black Americans could not sit in the front of the 
bus. If the bus was full and a white person wanted to sit, the black person would have to 
give up their seat.







(4373-03) Turn over.


9
Examiner


only
 (b) Explain why the treatment of black Americans on public transport had changed by 


December 1956. [7]


  In your answer, you should use the information in the sources and your own knowledge 
to show the extent of change and the reasons for this.
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(4373-03)


Examiner
only


 (c) How important was the issue of education in the struggle for Civil Rights in the USA? [8]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


END OF QUESTION 2
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QUESTION 3 
 


Question 3 (a)  


 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge; understanding of key historical features 


Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 


5 3 2  


 


Question:  Describe some of the fighting methods used by US 
troops in Vietnam. [5] 


 
 Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 
LEVEL 1 Generalised answer with a weak or implied point made.  [1] 
 
 Eg: Answers will refer to bombings and the use of chemicals.  
 
 
LEVEL 2 A more detailed and accurate description. [2-3] 
 
 Eg:  Answers will refer to Operation Rolling Thunder and to the use of napalm 


and defoliants.  
 
 
LEVEL 3 A fully detailed and accurate description. [4-5] 
 


Eg:  Answers will refer to Operation Rolling Thunder and the use of B52 
bombers, helicopters and rocket launchers as part of a modern, hi- tech war, 
Search and Destroy tactics and “zippo raids” and the use of chemical warfare. 
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Question 3 (b)  
 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge; explanation of key concept; use of source material 


Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 


7 2 3 2 


 


Question:  Explain why relations between the USA and the USSR 
had improved between 1962 and 1963. [7] 


 


 Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 


LEVEL 1 Generalised answer; paraphrases the sources; lacks focus on the set 
issue. [1-2] 


 


 Eg:  Source A shows that Kennedy was ready for a showdown with the Soviet 
Union over Cuba whereas Source B shows the friendlier relations and the 
signing of treaties. 


 
 


LEVEL 2  Accurate answer which begins to address the question. [3-5] 
 


Answers worth 3 marks will use the sources and their own knowledge to 
mostly describe the set issue. 


 


 Eg:  Source A shows that that there was a Soviet missile site on Cuba which 
threatened the USA and that Kennedy was prepared to take strong action and 
was ready for a showdown whereas Source B shows better relations between 
the two.  This happened because the world had come close to nuclear war 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 


 


Answers worth 4 or 5 marks will use the sources and their own knowledge 
to begin to focus on the concept of change or development.  (For 4 marks 
candidates will begin to focus on the concept of change; for 5 marks 
candidates will focus more clearly on the concept of change). 
 


 Eg:  Source A shows that Kennedy blockaded Cuba to prevent Soviet missiles 
arriving there which would have posed a nuclear threat to the US and was 
prepared to attack them whereas Source B shows the two powers seeking better 
relations by improving communications and agreeing to sign treaties related to 
nuclear weapons.  Answers will begin to explain how both powers played a 
dangerous game and pushed the world to the brink of nuclear war. 


 
 


LEVEL 3 Answer addresses the question clearly.  [6-7] 
 


 Answers worth 6 marks will use both the sources and own knowledge to 
begin to explain the concept of change or development. 


 


 Answers worth 7 marks will clearly use both the sources and own 
knowledge to explain more fully the concept of change or development. 


 


 Eg:  Answers will focus on the precarious situation over Cuba in 1962 and how 
both powers had played the game of brinkmanship as is clearly shown by Source 
A.  There should be reference to the realisation of how close the world had come 
to nuclear destruction and the need to forge better relations by improving 
communications and to reach agreements about nuclear weaponry as is shown 
in Source B.  Answers at this level should refer to the Test Ban Treaty and to the 
USSR`s agreement to remove missiles from Cuba and the USA`s agreement to 
withdraw missiles from Turkey.  
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Question 3 (c) 


 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge; analysis and evaluation of key historical concepts 


Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 


8 2 6  


 


Question: How important was the Domino Theory in shaping US 
foreign policy after the Second World War? [8] 


 
 Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 
LEVEL 1 Generalised answer, with weak or implied points made. [1-2] 
 


Eg:  There will be reference to the USA becoming more active in world affairs 
after 1945. 


 
 
LEVEL 2 Mostly descriptive answer; limited attempt at analysis of key issue; 


weak explanation seen. [3-4] 
 
 Eg:  Answers may be confined to largely descriptive accounts of isolationism, 


entry into war and the decision to become more involved in the world in order to 
stamp out communism. 


 
 
LEVEL 3 More detailed and accurate analysis of key issue with a clear attempt at 


explanation, not fully sustained. [5-6] 
 
 Eg:  Answers may tend to describe the shift from America`s traditional 


isolationist stance born by the experience of the First World War and how the 
attack on Pearl Harbor awoke a sleeping giant and that after the war the US 
became more involved in world affairs.  There will be a more direct attempt to 
analyse the reversal of policy with reference to the Truman Doctrine and the 
need to contain communism in the world. 


 
 
LEVEL 4 Detailed and accurate analysis of key issue providing a fully 


substantiated explanation. [7-8] 
 
 Eg:  Answers should focus on the shift from isolationism to interventionism 


after the war and how the Truman Doctrine became the cornerstone of US 
foreign policy in the Cold War as, fearing the domino effect and how the USA 
became more prepared to use its economic and military power to police the 
world and protect it from communism.  There may be reference to the build up 
of military power and involvement in Europe and S. E. Asia. 
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QUESTION 5 
 


Question 5 
 
Target:   Recall and deployment of knowledge;  analysis of key concepts; quality of written communication 
Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 SPG 


15 4 8  3 


 


Question:  How far did life improve for black Americans between 
1930 and 2000? [12+3] 


 


Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers. 
 


LEVEL 1 Generalised answer; basic response which offers little support. [1-3] 
 


Eg:  Answers may refer to how life got better for black Americans because of 
what Martin Luther King did.  Some vague associated points may be 
mentioned. 


 
 


LEVEL 2 Answers will demonstrate understanding of the period largely through 
description with some relevant historical knowledge deployed. [4-6] 


 


 Award 4 marks for some related facts; or superficial coverage; or weak 
references to issue of improvement. 


 Award 5-6 marks for answers based on issues in the scaffold only; partial 
coverage; a patchy overall outline with some reference to improvement. 
Award the higher mark for the degree of understanding of improvement over 
the period. 


 


 Eg:  Answers may focus on parts of the period such as improvement in the 
lives of black Americans in one period only, for example the development of 
Civil Rights in the 1950s and 1960s.  Alternatively candidates may provide a 
poor outline of improvement across the period with brief references to the 


scaffold and very little development. 
 
 


LEVEL 3 Answers will demonstrate understanding of the period through 
description and explanation with relevant historical knowledge 
deployed. [7-9] 


 


 Award 7 marks for answers with more developed chronological grasp but 
with imbalanced coverage; some reference to improvement. 


 Award 8 marks for a very good chronological coverage of whole period with 
good supporting detail and an attempt to address the issue of improvement. 


 Award 9 marks for a clear attempt to discuss the issue in a chronological 
context and to assess more fully the extent of improvements over most of the 
period. Candidates may begin to appreciate the differences in experience 
between groups. 


 


 Eg: Answers may focus on differentiation and / or comment on the pace of 
change in the improvement of black society in different periods but coverage 
of the period will be incomplete.  Alternatively, candidates may provide good 
chronological accounts of the political, economic and social improvements of 
black people in the USA across the period.  There will be some attempt to 
comment on the varied experiences of different groups of black people and 
the uneven pace of change in different periods.  There will also be an attempt 
to identify the most important factors that led to improvement. 
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LEVEL 4 Answers will demonstrate understanding of the period through 


developed and well-substantiated explanations of the extent and 
process of change with relevant and accurate historical knowledge 
deployed. [10-12] 


 
  
 Award 10 marks for an effective overview of the main developments over the 


period with an obvious attempt to discuss issue of improvement; the answer 
must build on very good chronological coverage. 


 Award 11-12 marks for a fully effective chronological overview of the main 
developments over the whole period with a sustained attempt to discuss 
extent of improvement; there will be recognition of the varying impact of 
change. Award the higher mark for the degree of understanding of 
improvement. over the period. 


 
 Eg:  Answers will provide a sound chronological account of improvements in 


the lives of black society in the USA across the period as in Level 3 but in 
greater depth and detail.  Candidates will also begin to comment more explicitly 
on the most significant factors that led to improvement.  Candidates will also 
begin to differentiate more effectively between the varied experiences of 
different groups of black Americans by class, gender and geographical 
location.  Candidates will also appreciate that change and improvement was 
not equal to that of whites across much of the period and that the pace of 
change and the extent of improvement for black people varied in different 
periods. 


 
 
Examiners are expected to award marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate 
use of grammar in this question. 
 


Level Performance descriptions 


0 Candidates do not reach the threshold performance outlined in the 
performance description below. 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1 mark 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, 
they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately.  


Intermediate 
performance 


 
2 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a good range 
of specialist terms with facility.  


High 
performance 


 
3 marks 


 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of 
specialist terms adeptly and with precision.  


 
  












Sticky Note

The response is descriptive and the references to the impact of bombing are not really needed. That said there is sufficient detail to get Level 3 and 4 marks.
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Accepted set by paulb



Sticky Note

Error.



Sticky Note

The candidate places Source A in context and makes the link with Source B and how brinkmanship brought the world to the edge of nuclear war and the need to forge better relations.  



Sticky Note

There is an decent attempt to focus on the reasons for change which secured Level 2 and 5 marks. To elevate the response to Level 3 would require a tighter analysis of the precarious situation over Cuba and to the imperative of improving diplomatic relations. There should be reference to the Partial Test Ban Treaty and to agreements to stop testing nuclear weapons in the atmosphere.







Sticky Note

There is implicit reference to the Truman Doctrine with an appreciation of the need to make vulnerable countries economically stable in order to resist communism. 



Sticky Note

A succinct response but there is a clear attempt to analyse the issue though it is not sustained.  There is an attempt to reach a judgement on the importance of the Domino Theory in shaping US policy  but without substantiation. The response gained Level 3 and 6 marks.
















Sticky Note

Innacuracy - confuses the marches on Washington and Birmingham.



Sticky Note

Displays an awareness of improvement  with development to the end of the 1960s but falls away and the period 1970-2000 is confined to a paragraph.







Sticky Note

Would benefit from a tighter, more focused conclusion.



Sticky Note

The candidate offers a decent trawl throughout the period though without balance.  There needs to be more consideration of the main factors making for improvement (education is omitted) and their significance together with an appreciation of the differing experiences of black Americans.The response was given Level 3 and 8 marks.



Sticky Note

Spelling, punctuation and grammar.Generally sound with some innacuracy.Intermediate performance - 2 marks.
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3. This question is focused on the USA and the wider world between 1930 and 2000. [20]


 (a) Describe some of the fighting methods used by US troops in Vietnam. [5]
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 Look at these two sources about relations between the USA and the USSR and answer the 
question that follows.


 Source A


[An American newspaper reporting events on October 23rd 1962]


 Source B


[From a school textbook]


A direct “hot line” communication link was installed between Washington and Moscow in 
1963 to avoid dangerous situations. The superpowers also signed two treaties related to 
nuclear weapons.
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only
 (b) Explain why relations between the USA and the USSR had improved between 1962 and 


1963. [7]


  In your answer, you should use the information in the sources and your own knowledge 
to show the extent of change and the reasons for this.


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.







14


(4373-03)


Examiner
only


 (c) How important was the Domino Theory in shaping US foreign policy after the Second 
World War? [8]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


END OF QUESTION 3
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5. [12]How far did life improve for black Americans between 1930 and 2000?


In your answer you may wish to discuss the following:


The position of black Americans in the 1930s
The impact of the Second World War
The Civil Rights movement and subsequent progress made by 
black Americans by 2000
and any other relevant factors.
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